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From the Editor

It’s been four and a half years since Dr.
Robert S. Nelsen took the reins of UTPA. A
lot of great things have happened under his
presidency; we have established some new
traditions – the Bronc Ring and “Go Broncs!”
– and revived some old ones – the Bronc
Sign, and Homecoming Tailgates. Our
enrollment has grown to more than 20,000
students and under his leadership, we have
created a campus of “doers and givers” and
community champions.
This issue of Los Arcos is a special
tribute to the successes of UT Pan American
under President Nelsen’s leadership, the last
true UTPA president, who will step down
from his post at the end of this August.
Since his arrival in 2010, Dr. Nelsen
and his wife Jody have transformed UTPA
from a university to a beloved university.
They opened our hearts to the true spirit of
“Bronc Country” and what is possible when
we all work together to put students and our
community first.
If you were paying even casual attention
over the past half-decade, you know that
everything President Nelsen did for UTPA he
did it with students in mind first. He always
made that very clear and I think all Broncs,
old and new, felt that too.
President Nelsen may have been raised
in Montana, but his heart is as big as Texas.

Thank you for showing us how to be
proud Broncs. Thanks for teaching us that
yelling “GO BRONCS!” at the top of our
lungs was appropriate at any event. Thank
you for showing us that it’s okay to wear
your heart on your sleeve and shed a tear or
two for the things you are passionate about.
Cowboys can cry too and so can tough
cowgirls.
And thank you to the first lady of Bronc
Country, Jody Nelsen, who embraced the
UTPA and Rio Grande Valley communities
with her whole heart. She was always
a strong force alongside her husband,
developing student success programs like
the President’s Ambassadors Program and
taught business practicum courses that
encouraged service learning and benefited
several local nonprofit organizations. True
to her character, Jody also helped establish
a food pantry for UTPA students needing
assistance that will open this fall.
So hats off to you President and Mrs.
Nelsen for all you have done for Bronc
Country and especially for your Bronc Family
— the students, faculty and staff of UT Pan
American. Your success was and is our
success.
Remember, “Once a Bronc, Always a
Bronc.”
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building up

With its student population passing the 20,000 mark last fall, UTPA
has had to make room for its growing family, as well as update
buildings that needed makeovers. UT Pan American is in the midst
of new construction and renovation projects that total more than
$189 million and include adding about 300,000 square feet in new
facilities throughout campus. A new soccer field and track are being
constructed on the west end of campus as UTPA welcomes its new
soccer program, which starts with women's soccer in the 20142015 school year. Here are some of the current projects underway
and recently completed:

$70

$3.8 Soccer Field
million

Million

Science bldg.
The Science Building, which is one project the UT
System Board of Regents approved last year under
an allocation of Permanent University Funds
(PUF) totaling $196 million, over the course of
10 years, promises to be the most modern of its
kind in the region. It will contain about 120,000
square feet of research labs and classroom space
for STEM disciplines, including biology, physics,
chemistry, pre-med and environmental studies.

Project

The new field has a
completion date of
August 2014 and will
be located alongside
Jackson Road.

$1.7
million

West Campus
Parking Lot

A new 250-space
parking lot will be
built this summer
adjacent to the new
soccer field and will
be a remote parking
lot for the campus.

Academic and Performing
Arts center (APAC)

Student Academic
Center (STAC)

Medical Academic
Building

cost:

cost:

cost:

$42.7

$11.9

$54

The APAC includes a
new 60,000-squarefoot building that will
house a 1,000-seat
auditorium, four
rehearsal halls and a
large lobby that will
open November 2014.

The new University
College will be housed
in this 45,000-squarefoot building that will
have a large meeting
room, five general
classrooms – and
various offices.

The 88,200-squarefoot building, funded
by PUF, will include the
dean's office and other
administrative offices,
as well as lecture halls,
labs, an auditorium
and other facilities.

Million

Million

Million

Keeping DREAMs Alive
Earlier this year, UTPA became
one of 12 U.S. colleges and universities
selected to partner with TheDream.US.
This new national program provides
college scholarships and creates a
community of support to help highly
motivated, low-income DREAMers,
undocumented immigrant students,
graduate with career-ready degrees over
the next decade.
This fall, UTPA enrolled 734
undocumented students. That is an
increase of 14 percent over the 644
who registered at the University in
Fall 2012. With an estimated 1.1 to
1.4 million undocumented students
nationwide, UTPA has become home
to one of the largest populations of
DREAMers attending universities in the
nation.
For Dr. Robert S. Nelsen, one of
his highest priorities as UTPA president
has been to provide the leadership and
support to help find a way to give these
students their dreams back.
“Each semester I get to shake
the hands of our DREAMers as they
graduate. My dream is that some
day soon they will be given the same
chances that are being given to their
classmates. Our work is not yet done. I
urge everyone to help America to keep
DREAMing,” Nelsen said.
This summer will mark the first
anniversary of the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrival (DACA) program,
which provides the DREAMers an
avenue for lawful employment without
fear of deportation. At UTPA, two
student organizations now provide
assistance to fellow students in filling out
and filing the DACA applications.
TheDream.US recently awarded
national scholarships to 28 students
who will attend UTPA. Nelsen, along
with TheDream.US, is determined to
help talented students pursue their
educational goals.
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Broncs have proven themselves to be engaged
leaders in their communities. They have organized
health fairs, canned food and toy drives, and even
built houses for Habitat for Humanity. Most recently,
they coordinated a drive to collect basic and medical
supplies to help local U.S. Border Patrol stations
respond to the recent influx of immigrants to the Rio
Grande Valley.
“UTPA takes community engagement very
seriously,” said Dr. John Ronnau, dean of the
College of Health Sciences and Human Services,
who along with students planned the campus-wide
drive.
For UTPA President Robert S. Nelsen, to see
his dream of creating a campus of “doers” and
transformative leaders who go out and change
their communities every day is one of the greatest
triumphs of his tenure.
Engaging UTPA students in the understanding
of what it means to give back to the community
became his mission and a major part of Nelsen’s
10-year University Strategic Plan, titled, “Bronc
Country – The Engaged University.” In the plan,
which he unveiled in August 2012, he stressed
that the heart of the plan lies in its call for
community engagement.
“Through this strategic plan, UT Pan American
will strive even harder and more diligently to be the
best partner … as the Rio Grande Valley develops
and matures in the 21st century, for without
community and personal engagement, there can be
no transformation for the better,” Nelsen said
during Fall 2012 Convocation. “We must do the
right thing.”
University employees are also doing the right
thing. In 2013, UTPA employees set a new record
in charitable giving when they broke records in the
four-county Rio Grande Valley area for the Texas
State Employee Charitable Campaign (SECC), one
of the largest state employee campaigns in
the nation.
UTPA received the Shining Star Award for
obtaining the highest percentage of increase in
giving by a higher education institution in the region,
and the Lone Star Award for being the largest
contributing agency among the 30 state agencies
and higher education institutions in the RGV region.
UTPA raised its 2012 participation rate by 68
percent from 2011.
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somos familia

upping the
competition

great
job;
broncs get jump on career track
In 2012, President Robert S.
Nelsen, recognized that for many
UTPA students, trying to balance
school, work and other family
responsibilities often impeded their
ability to graduate on time – and too
often – graduate at all. Therefore
he established the Office of Student
Employment and tasked faculty and
staff to make the hiring of students
mandatory when filling campus parttime jobs. But it wasn't just opening
up jobs, it was the process of hiring
that made the biggest difference.
The new office also offers a website
– Bronc Career Connections – to
post openings, thus streamlining the
accessibility and process to seek out
a job on campus. Now, nearly 2,500
students work on campus each
semester as part-time work-study or
direct wage employees.
The benefit of working on
campus goes beyond financial gains.
“Students gain work experience
while pursuing their degree. It helps
to fund their education and for those
lucky enough to supervise them it
is a true opportunity at mentoring
work ethic,” said Daniel D. Gutierrez,
assistant vice president for Business
Affairs-Human Resources.
Career Services Director
Lourdes Servantes said students who
work on campus also have higher
graduation and retention rates. A
2013 assessment of direct-wage

student employees shows the six-year
graduation rate for first-time, fulltime freshmen is nearly 30 percent
higher than for those who were not
UTPA employees. A similar positive
impact was found on four-year and
five-year graduation rates.
Servantes added that the
jobs also help students learn time
management, communication skills
and proper business etiquette. In
turn, their support for staff and
faculty is vital, she said. “I don't think
UTPA would be as productive as it is
without them,” she added.
For UTPA student Ricky Rendon,
having a campus job went beyond
helping him finance his education
and graduate more quickly – it
led him to his career choice. As
a freshman, he got a work-study
position in the College of Health
Sciences and Human Services, where
Rendon first learned about rehab
services, the field of study he chose
to pursue from former dean Dr.
Bruce Reed. In 2013, Rendon joined
the Office of the President as an
assistant helping plan special events
the President would attend. “Working
on campus makes a huge impact,”
he said. “Also, witnessing the passion
Dr. Reed and the President have for
the UTPA community... something
a successful leader must have. It is
what I want to be one day.”
– by Gail Fagan

President Bill Clinton
praised five UTPA students
for taking first prize and
winning $10,000 this spring in the
nationwide 2014 Up to Us campus
competition. “The Up to Us competition
has proven, for the second year, that
young people are passionate about
raising awareness around our nation’s
economic challenges. As the winning
team from The University of TexasPan American has demonstrated,
these students have good ideas and a
unique perspective that deserve serious
consideration,” said Clinton. The team
designed plans to educate, engage
and inspire action on the challenges
the nation faces from rising long-term
debt. The UTPA Team, all members of
the Economics Society at the University,
included Fabiola Urgel (team leader),
Christopher Villarreal, Luis Basurto,
Edna Pulido and Carlos Aguayo.

Bronc interns with

Many people enjoy watching Conan
O'Brien on his late night TV talk show,
but few know what it is like to work for
him or will ever have a chance to touch
his signature mane of red hair. UTPA
student Olivia Cruz, communicationsfilm and TV major, got to do both this
spring when she was hired as an intern
on the popular show. She worked in
production with 19 other interns and
was selected to be part of a humorous
on-air skit titled “Conan Hangs with the
Interns” in which he asked them to ask
him questions about himself and how
they liked working on the show. Cruz
said she asked O’Brien if it was true he
wore a wig. That is when he told her
to rake her hands through his hair to
prove it was real.
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ultimate
try!” has become the
“This is Bronc Coun
in
e expression emerged
anthem for UTPA. Th
n’s
sident Robert S. Nelse
2012 under UTPA Pre
a
me
co
be
Bronc Country
watch. Not only did
d
an
ers
stickers, water tow
statement on bumper
t
gh
a movement. It brou
bilboards, it became
er
eth
tog
ity
un
the comm
students, alumni and
ple
sim
a
ch
ng – UTPA. Su
to believe in one thi
ight phenomenon for
idea became an overn
r
e even heard from ou
the University. We’v
en
wh
me
ho
they are
alumni that they know
on
c Country!” billboard
on
Br
is
they see the “This
ng into Edinburg.
South U.S. 281 comi

6 | Los Arcos • Summer 2014

Tackling the gender gap
– by Jennifer Berghom

Research at The University of TexasPan American flourished during President
Robert S. Nelsen's tenure. But one of
its biggest achievements was one that
focused on things small.
Research that mechanical
engineering professors Dr. Karen
Lozano and Dr. Kamal Sarkar had
been conducting using nanotechnology
led to the invention of Forcespinning
technology and the creation of UTPA's
first multimillion dollar business venture,
FibeRio Technology Corp.
Lozano and Sarkar's work yielded
more than $1.5 million from the
Texas Emerging Technology Fund and
garnered several prestigious awards
– the Silver Award at the World’s Best
Technology (WBT) Showcase, which is
the nation’s premier event exhibiting
the largest collection of undiscovered
technologies coming from the world’s
leading universities, labs and research
institutions. Also, The Society of
®

®

Manufacturing Engineers named
Forcespinning one of eight Innovations
That Could Change The Way You
Manufacture.
“The way to improve the Valley is
through education, it is through research,
it is through partnering the way we are
now with all the economic development
leaders here in this Valley,” Nelsen said
in 2010.
Over the past few years, FibeRio
has grown to become a viable business.
It moved into its own location in South
McAllen in 2011 after being incubated at
UTPA's Rapid Response Manufacturing
Center for two years.
“It takes a village to create a
FibeRio ,” Nelsen said at the company
headquarters grand opening. “And
we have a real village here. ... This
University, The University of Texas-Pan
American, is committed to the Valley,
committed to McAllen, committed to our
citizens and students.”
®

®

®

Faculty s ucces s
take s a bow
UTPA President Robert S. Nelsen praised and
cited the faculty as responsible for much of the
progress that has occurred during his presidency.
“Our faculty is one of our strengths. They
really care about our students and give to those
students constantly,” Nelsen said during the Faculty
Excellence Award program in the spring. “We also
have outstanding research going on here at Pan
Am – as good as any place in America.”
Four faculty were presented with the 2014
University-level Faculty Excellence Awards for
their outstanding work in the areas of teaching,
research, service and mentorship.

More than half of the
students at UTPA are female.
But female faculty members,
especially those in higher ranks,
remain the minority.
Currently, women represent
only 18 percent of all faculty
in STEM (science, technology,
engineering and math) fields at
UTPA compared to a national
average of 28 percent. For
UTPA President Robert S.
Nelsen the advancement of
women in higher education,
particularly in the STEM fields,
was a major priority during
his tenure. To support this
mission, the University received
a $3.1 million ADVANCE grant
from the National Science
Foundation in Fall 2012 to
recruit more female faculty.
“Increasing the number of
Hispanic women who will serve
as role models for our students
is critical for the nation's future.
I am incredibly proud of the
team at Pan Am that is turning
this necessity into a reality,” said
Nelsen. “Pan Am is doing the
right thing.”

and the Winners are:

Teaching
Dr. Victor Alvarado
professor, Dept.
of Educational
Psychology, College
of Education

Research

Dr. Karen
Yagdjian
professor, Dept.
of Mathematics,
College of Science
and Mathematics

Service

Dr. Marie Mora
professor, Dept.
of Economics and
Finance, College
of Business
Administration

MentorshiP
Dr. Frederic
Zaidan III
chair and associate
professor, Dept. of
Biology, College
of Science and
Mathematics
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– by Janice Odom
A program that was in the red. An inadequate
annual budget. Facilities in need of major renovation.
Ongoing concerns about NCAA compliance. No
conference affiliation.
A lot of people would have run from the
challenges facing The University of Texas-Pan
American’s intercollegiate athletics program five
years ago, but not Chris King, a young, ambitious
and energetic visionary who had spent seven years
as an assistant and associate athletic director at the
University of Alabama.
Hired as athletic director in September 2009,
just months before Dr. Robert S. Nelsen became
president of UTPA, King knew what needed to be
done. “We had to get our budget up. Our budget
was $4.7 million, one of the lowest in the country
(for an NCAA Division I school). We had to work on
facility renovations; we had to get all of the processes
in place. We had to prove to people that we were
compliant,” noted the AD. “I think the best thing we did
was to put an operational strategic plan in place.”
That plan, first considered too audacious by
Nelsen, according to King, would provide an
operational blueprint for Bronc Athletics that has
resulted in a major turnaround for the program.
While he had the vision – and the plan – King
credits Nelsen with being the key to his success in
implementing both. “Without President Nelsen,
we wouldn’t be here today, as simple as that.
It doesn’t matter what I would have done. It
doesn’t matter about the right people being
hired. It doesn’t matter all the steps we
took. It doesn’t matter the doors
we opened.

Without him, it never would have
happened. Period.”
Beyond the success of UTPA’s studentathletes in the classroom and in their individual
sports, King considers the greatest achievements
of the Athletic Department during his and Nelsen’s
tenure to be:
• Membership in the well-regarded Western Athletic
Conference (UTPA was voted in on Dec. 21, 2012,
and officially joined on July 1, 2013.)
• A significant increase in the athletic budget (A
“major, major issue,” said King, since this happened
during a time that the University was dealing with
major budget concerns.)
• Facilities development (including a new $5 million
soccer / track and field complex now under
construction and $1.4 million in enhancements to
other facilities including the Fieldhouse and Orville
Cox Tennis Center)
• The addition of women’s soccer (beginning
Fall 2014) and men’s soccer (beginning
Fall 2015)
King also lists another achievement.
“The fifth is intangible….It’s the passion
Dr. Nelsen brought and the belief in
intercollegiate athletics in higher
education,” said the AD. “The
support, the passion he has,
the pride he has in the job,
the pride he has in this
community, it’s
infectious.”

Go Broncs!

Girls rule in
basketball

Help Broncs reach goal

If you have not heard, UTPA is
preparing to start its first season
of women’s soccer on August 22.
Men's soccer will follow in Fall
2015.
The coaches have been hired
and tryouts are underway to begin
building new programs that will
take Broncs sports into a new era
in intercollegiate athletics. With
two new sports on the roster, the
University began construction on
the UTPA Soccer and Track & Field
Complex – the newest athletic
facility on the growing campus of
over 20,000 students and serving
as a focal point for welcoming
spectators and participants from
throughout the Rio Grande Valley
communities, the state and
the nation.
With a completion date of
August 2014, the facility will
host a full home schedule of
NCAA Division I men’s and
women’s soccer, with associated
scrimmages and practice sessions.
Additionally, the track & field
area surrounding the soccer field
will host an intended two-to-four
NCAA Division I Track & Field
competitions, beginning with the
2015-16 academic year.
Naming opportunities for the
new sports complex are available
– from securing the rights to name
the athletic facility to putting your
name on the finish line of the
track. Your generous gift ensures
the success and future of Broncs
Athletics and its student-athletes.
Contact UTPA Director of
Athletics Chris King at (956) 6652221 or kingca@utpa.edu for
more information.

The UTPA women's
basketball team made
history in its first season
in the Western Athletic
Conference. The Broncs
won 14 games, eight of
them in WAC play, tying
for the winningest season
and conference season
in program history. Nine
of those wins came
at home, tying for the
second-most home wins
in program history.
The success translated
to the Broncs' highest
end of season RPI
ranking ever, at 249.
“I'm very pleased
with the effort that we
got from our players,”
Broncs women's head
coach Larry Tidwell said.
“I thought that they got
down and got after it.”
Both the Women's
and Men's Basketball
teams closed out
their seasons in Las
Vegas during the WAC
Tournaments in midMarch. This was the
first time in 13 years the
Broncs played to earn
automatic bids into the
NCAA Tournaments.
The women ended their
run with an 86-74 loss
to New Mexico State
University while the men
suffered an 83-63 loss
against Utah Valley
University.

In the UTPA
Hall of Fame

Congratulations to the
2014 Athletics Hall
of Fame class, which
includes former men’s
basketball player
Marshall Rogers (197476), former baseball

players Lupe Canul
(1963-66) and Alonso
“Knot” Garcia (196364), golfers Manny
Martinez (1970-74) and
Nancy Verástegui (199497), and former track &
field and cross country
athlete Rene Guillen
(1990-1992). Inducted
into the Hall of Honor
was former Pan American
Board of Regents
member Lou Hassell.

Bronc great on
Texas Sports Hall
of Fame ballot

UTPA Hall of Famer,
Olympic Gold Medalist
and former-NBA All-Star
Lucious "Luke" Jackson
is on the final ballot for
the Texas Sports Hall
of Fame as one of 12
veteran nominees for the
Class of 2015. Generally
six nominees from the
primary ballot, which has
20 nominees, and two
from the veteran ballot,
will comprise the Class
of 2015. The official
announcement will be
made in September
2014. Jackson spent
three seasons with the
Broncs, leading them to
the 1963 NAIA National Championship as a
junior. Jackson played for
the Philadelphia 76ers
and Team USA in 1964.
Jackson was inducted
into the inaugural UTPA
Hall of Fame class in
2007. His jersey number,
54, is one of just two
to be retired in school
history, and the only one
to be retired across all
sports. It hangs proudly
in the rafters of the UTPA
Fieldhouse.

Senior right-handed pitcher and
Bronc standout Sam Street signed with
the Pittsburgh Pirates organization in
early June.
Street reported to the Jamestown
Jammers, a short-season A-ball team in
Western New York that is part of the New
York-Penn League with a season that
runs through Sept. 1. The Pirates drafted
Street in the 16th round (491st overall) of
the MLB Draft. It was the second time the
Pirates have drafted a Bronc.
Street has racked up the honors
this season, as he is a member of the
Louisville Slugger All-American Second
Team and the National Collegiate
Baseball Writers Association All-American
Third Team, the WAC Pitcher of the
Year and College Sports Madness WAC
Pitcher of the Year, an All-WAC First
Team selection, a four-time WAC Pitcher
of the Week and one-time College Sports
Madness WAC Player of the Week award
honoree, the Madness Preseason WAC
Pitcher of the Year and a member of the
Madness Preseason All-WAC First Team.
He leads the NCAA in complete
games (11). Additionally, he ranks fifth in
wins (12), 42nd in WHIP (0.997), 45th in
ERA (1.81), 57th in strikeouts (91), 94th
in games started (15), 112th in the walks
allowed per nine innings (1.74), 118th in
hits allowed per nine innings (7.24), and
125th in strikeout-to-walk ratio (3.64).
Street led the WAC in every major
pitching category, including wins, ERA,
strikeouts, complete games, WHIP, hits
allowed per nine innings, walks allowed
per nine innings, opponents batting
average (.217), swinging strikeouts (61),
looking strikeouts (30), strikeout-to-walk
ratio, innings pitched (129.1) and innings
per game (8.62).
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87 Years of the University's Presidential History
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t is hard to imagine UTPA
starting out as a small
college in 1927 with only
196 students when today
it is a first-class university
serving more than 20,000
undergraduate, master's and
doctoral students.

The first president H.C. Baker
encouraged the community
to continue their education
beyond high school. This
proved a very important first
step for the Valley community
pursuing the American
Dream.

Since its inception on Sept.
9, 1927, Pan Am stands as a
bridge between cultures, the
Americas, and the potential of
the people of the Rio Grande
Valley to the community and
the world.

Since then, all of the
presidents have made a
tremendous impact on the
success and future of an
institution, that will soon
become The University of
Texas Rio Grande Valley.

Guided by a vision for
expansion and change,
the now eight presidents
dedicated their talents in
making the University the
dynamic and exceptional
institution it is today.

Here is a look back at the
leadership that has taken
Bronc Country from a small
college to what it is today and
will be in the future – one of
the largest Hispanic-serving
institutions in the country.

cárdenas

Ward

baker

Edinburg College
(1927-1930)
H.C. Baker became
the first president of
Edinburg College.
He previously served
as superintendent of
the Edinburg School
District. Under his
leadership, 25 fulltime faculty welcomed
196 students to the
first day of college.

Edinburg College,
Edinburg Jr. College
1931-1943
Edinburg Regional
College, Pan
American College
1946-1960
R.P. Ward was hired
as the first faculty dean
and director in 1927.
He served as president
from 1931-1943 and
again from 1946 -1960.

Schilling

Pan American
College, Pan
American University
(1960-1981)
Ralph F. Schilling led
Pan American through
a dynamic economic growth period.
During his tenure, Pan
American made the
transition from college
to university.

NELSEN

Hodges

Miles

Edinburg College
(1930-1931)
As the Great Depression and World War
II dominated this era,
H.W. Miles served as
president of Edinburg
College, a two-year
community college, for
one year.

Edinburg Jr. College
(1943-1946)
While Ward served on
military duty during
World War II, H.A.
Hodges served as
interim president of
Edinburg Jr. College.
As mostly men served
in the military, the
entire graduating class
of 1944 was female.

UT Pan American
(2004-2009)
During Blandina "Bambi" Cárdenas' tenure,
UTPA increased graduation / retention rates
and made remarkable
teaching technological
advancements. On
average, 3,200
students received
degrees annually.

nevárez

Pan American University, UT Pan American
(1981-2004)
Miguel A. Nevárez became the first Hispanic
president. He led Pan
American through the
historic UT System
merger and was credited by the Wall Street
Journal for creating a
Hispanic middle class
in South Texas.

UT Pan American
(2010-2014)
With Robert S. Nelsen,
UTPA saw a record
enrollment of 20,053
students, membership
in the Western Athletic
Conference and the
ushering in of a new
era in higher education in South Texas –
The University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley.
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Heart
– by Janice Odom & Melissa Vasquez
As the King of Country George
Strait said goodbye to his fans during
his “Cowboy Rides Away” farewell tour
this June, The University of Texas-Pan
American’s very own resident cowboy
and president Dr. Robert S. Nelsen put
on his customized boots with the UTPA
logo to begin preparations for his final
months as the leader of The University
of Texas System’s fifth largest academic
component.
Nelsen’s tenure at UTPA will come
to an end Aug. 31, 2014, when he
steps down as president to make way
for a new era in higher education in
South Texas.
What he will leave behind is a
thriving 20,000-plus-student “doctoral
serving” institution that will be the
foundation for The University of
Texas Rio Grande Valley – hailed as
America’s first major new university of
the 21st century.
With more than a year left before

as big
UT Pan American is dissolved and
UTRGV opens its doors, many are
lamenting the timing of Nelsen’s
departure, but for him and UT System
Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa, it was a
matter of logistics.
“It’s a change in management,
and it opens it up to the possibility of
a smoother transition,” Nelsen said
in announcing his early exit from the
University he loves. “By my leaving now,
it will ensure that UT Pan American will
have leadership that is totally focused
on the transition to the new university.”
While Nelsen will relinquish the
reins of the University to Dr. Havidán
Rodríguez, current UTPA provost and
vice president for Academic Affairs, who
was named interim president on June
25 for UTPA’s final year, he will retain
his tenure status and serve as a special
advisor to UT System. And after that,
“What’s next for this cowboy?” Only
time will tell, said Nelsen, who knows

story continues on next page
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story continues
that he and his wife must consider a
future beyond the Rio Grande Valley,
which they have grown to love. “It will
be very hard to leave,” he said. “Jody
and I are very proud of what we have
been able to contribute both to the
University and the broader community
– and of the legacy we will leave
behind.”
So here is a tip of the hat to the
many accomplishments and successes
of Nelsen’s four and half years as
UTPA’s last true president.

The reluctant cowboy

When Nelsen, then associate
provost at Texas A&M UniversityCorpus Christi, was approached in
2009 about being a presidential
candidate at UT Pan American, he
admits to being less than enthusiastic
about the opportunity. As a former
chairman and member of The UT
System’s Faculty Advisory Council while
he was at The University of Texas at

“

Overall, his plan was to work on a
new strategic plan and to build areas
of “targeted excellence,” which he said
were going to be about the Rio Grande
Valley and how UTPA could help the
Valley grow and prosper through
its manufacturing, health care and
education programs. “We have got to
decide what we are doing well here
and then build upon those strengths.
You don’t just try and build by bringing
something from the outside; you build
on what is important for the Valley and
what is good at the University,” he said.
Nelsen also wanted to make UTPA
“a model for all other universities”
by how it interacts not only with its
students, faculty and staff, but also the
general public. In addition, he wanted
to define what areas of research the
University needed to move into and
grow from the bottom up.
“I said when I was here (as a
candidate) the Valley is a perfect
laboratory for education,” Nelsen

for the 2011 fiscal year without layoffs,
furloughs and extensive slashing of
academic or support programs that
some universities were undergoing at
the time.
“We built our budget that first year
with a sense of restraint to safeguard
our most essential services and basic
programs,” Nelsen recalled. “We did
not budget any growth even though we
knew that we would be growing. As we
struggled to meet the new mandate of
an additional 10 percent reduction, we
continued to do everything we could
to maintain the new initiatives we had
identified in the initial budget.”
In his second year, Nelsen faced
one of the most difficult challenges ever
for a higher education administration –
severe budget cuts that could negatively
affect programs and personnel. Those
possibilities became realities in June
when an unprecedented $17.3 million
cut in the operating budget over two
years resulted in a reduction in force

I wanted to get to know the students
and for them to get to know me and
what I believe in and aspire to for
Pan American.

“

-Robert S. Nelsen, UTPA president
Dallas, he had heard much about the
many problems faced by the South
Texas institution over the years.
“I had a negative impression of
UT Pan American from my days on
the FAC, but when I started talking to
people on campus and looking closer
at the numbers, I decided to apply,”
said Nelsen, who grew up poor on a
small and isolated ranch in Montana.
“I figured out those kids were me – the
migrant kids, the poverty – that is why
I came. I always wanted to change the
world, and I knew that I could change
things here.”
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noted. “I still believe that.“

Challenges and rewards

As Nelsen dived headfirst into his
responsibilities as the CEO of one of
the country’s leading Hispanic-serving
institutions, he was soon to realize
even more fully the challenges that
lay ahead when, not long after his
arrival, the University was faced with
a state-mandated five percent budget
cut and the looming prospect of an
additional 10 percent cut. Despite the
reduction in funding, Nelsen and his
team developed an operating budget

that affected every division of the
University. He broke the news to the
UTPA community in a letter that, he
said, broke his heart to write.
“I wrote that letter with a heavy
heart and great sadness,” he said.
“My heart went out not only to the staff
members who were losing their jobs,
but also to their supervisors who had to
make those very difficult decisions.”
For more than a year, UTPA
administrators had sought ways to limit
the effects of the State’s $26 billion
deficit without negatively impacting
students or their education. Initially,

Quotables
when House Bill 1 (the State
appropriations bill) was
introduced, UTPA expected
to lay off faculty in addition
to staff and offer 382 fewer
courses the next year. But
through major reallocations
of resources, all course
offerings were funded and
no faculty positions were
eliminated.
“Our first obligation is to
graduate as many students
as we can, as quickly as
we can, and with the best
education Pan Am can
offer,” Nelsen said. “That
is why we worked hard
to avoid cutting any class
sections and laying off any
faculty.”
For Nelsen, keeping
his Bronc familia (family)
on the track to success
even through tough times
also included cultivating
relationships among the
community and developing a
collaborative style that built
on past partnerships and
new collaborations.
The building of
partnerships, like the
one with South Texas
College, has been a major
achievement for Nelsen, and
the series of VistaSummits
co-hosted by the University
in conjunction with the UT
System and UT Brownsville
is a prime example of how
cooperation and consensus
can reap great rewards. The
second UT VistaSummit in
April 2012, which included
representatives from the Ford
Foundation to the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation,
was focused on the Rio
Grande Valley’s role in
contributing to the prosperity
of Texas and the nation
by expanding educational
opportunities in South Texas.

Even with the challenges
Nelsen faced, he looked
forward to a bright future
for Pan American. That
future eventually included
numerous notable
achievements. Among
the most tangible signs
of success are the record
20,053 students enrolled in
Fall 2013, UTPA’s elevation
to “doctoral serving
university” classification by
the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of
Teaching, the creation of
a new University College
to provide unprecedented
support for undergraduate
students, membership in
the respected Western
Athletic Conference and
the construction of a new
$43 million Academic and
Performing Arts Center that
will serve the entire region.

It’s all about
the students

For Nelsen, getting to
know his new Bronc family
was first on his to-do list
when he arrived in January
2010, so he moved himself
and his wife Jody into
student housing for the first
month of his presidency.
This was familiar territory
for the Nelsens, who served
as resident heads for the
University of Chicago
dormitories while President
Nelsen was a graduate
student. “We decided that
the best way to immerse
ourselves into the culture of
the University and the Valley
was to see the world through
the eyes of our students,”
he said. “I wanted to get
to know the students and
for them to get to know me
and what I believe in and
aspire to for Pan American.”

During his stay in the Bronc
Village student housing, his
evenings were filled with
events and activities planned
for him by the Student
Government Association and
other campus organizations.
Also on Nelsen’s
agenda was increasing
graduation and retention
rates that had been lower
than the state average in
previous years. To do this,
Nelsen, with his leadership
team, implemented a
number of new programs to
help students stay in school
and on track to complete
their degrees in a timely
manner.
One of his biggest
accomplishments he said
is raising UTPA’s six-year
graduation rates from 38
percent to 44 percent over
the last five years. “We
have been able to do so by
centralizing advising, putting
students’ degree plans
online and implementing
a new scheduling program
so that we can ensure that
students get the classes that
they need,” he said.
The online degreetracking system
DegreeWorks was a major
undertaking and an equally
major improvement that
assists students in tracking
their own progress toward
their degree. The program
helps students avoid taking
unnecessary courses
and gives them real-time
assessment on what they
need to do to graduate on
time.
But to increase overall
graduation rates, students
need to stay in school. To
increase the sophomore
retention rates, several
mentoring programs were

Dr. Robert S. Nelsen is a man
who speaks from the heart
and means it. In his four
years as UTPA’s president
he has delivered some
memorable quotes that were
heartfelt and inspiring and
epitomize his spirit.

This is Nelsen’s signature
slogan that he loves to belt
out usually after one of his
speeches on or off campus.

"Somos
Familia"

One of his best-loved
catchphrases was
in Spanish, which
translated into
“We are Family.”

"We have only one
purpose at Pan Am –
to graduate as many
students as we can, as
quickly as we can and
with the best education
that we can give them."

All
about
the students, our
"It's

students, the
Valley's students."
Nelsen first spoke these words
in his first Convocation speech
in August 2010. He still uses
those words today to remind
us why UTPA exists – to serve
its students.

16 | Los Arcos • Summer 2014

story continues
established. These initiatives proved to
be powerful retention tools.
Along with increasing overall
graduation rates, Nelsen made STEM
(science, technology, engineering and
math) degrees a priority for UTPA. To
up the numbers in students graduating
with STEM degrees and strengthen
STEM academic programs, the Center
of Excellence in STEM Education was
established with a $3.7 million grant
from the U.S. Department of Defense.
In addition, under his tenure the
University received a $1.66 million
National Science Foundation award
for a project – “An Ecosystem for
Success in Engineering and Computer
Science in Rio South Texas” – to boost
graduation rates in engineering and
science.

“We are dedicated to making
certain that our students are successful.
STEM education is crucial. If we do
not educate our students in the STEM
disciplines, we will fail as a nation,” he
said.
A sentimental milestone for Nelsen,
linked to graduation success, was the
establishment of an age-old university
tradition – the class ring ceremony.
While UTPA had a class ring, of sorts,
the University did not have an official
ring or a ceremony to honor those
who had earned the right to wear a
class ring — something that bothered
the President since day one. Instead of
hiring a company to design the ring,
Nelsen insisted on tapping into the
talents of students. “We turned to our
students because they're that creative,
that smart and that wonderful,” Nelsen
said. In May 2012, 200 alumni and

students were presented the first “Bronc
Rings” at the inaugural Ring Ceremony.
Nelsen received Bronc Ring No. 1
and is proud to wear it every day. To
date, 1,375 Bronc Rings are worn by
UTPA alumni and students all chanting,
“Semper Porro, Broncs Forever.”

The engaged community

One of the most significant of many
important milestones of the “Nelsen
Years” at UTPA came in August 2012
when, at his annual Faculty and Staff
Convocation, the president unveiled
“Bronc Country – The Engaged
University,” an ambitious 10-year
strategic plan that included the hiring of
551 new faculty members, increasing
research expenditures to $30 million
and raising annual giving to $25
million.
But Nelsen stressed that the heart
of the plan was a call for community
engagement. “Through this strategic
plan, UT Pan American will strive even
harder and more diligently to be the
best partner in the education, business,
health and government arenas as
the Rio Grande Valley develops and
matures in the 21st century, for without
community and personal engagement,
there can be no transformation for
the better,” he told the convocation
audience. “We must do the right thing.”
And Nelsen has done the right
thing too, right along with his students,
staff and faculty, as he has helped
build homes, feed the needy, put a
smile on the faces of sick children who
call local hospitals home, and make
the Valley a better place. Because
of Nelsen’s passion for helping the
community, the University established
the Office of Undergraduate Research
and Service Learning, and the Office of
Student Involvement that organizes and
encourages community service through
projects like Martin Luther King Jr. Day
of Service, Make a Difference Day and
United to Serve.
“At Pan Am, we are committed
to being an 'engaged community,'”
Nelsen said at Commencement in

December 2012. ”All of our students
are so committed to giving back to the
community."
When Nelsen noted that “we have
an opportunity, we have a chance to
transform the Valley and we have to
seize that opportunity,” no one knew
just how prophetic that would be.
A few months later, Nelsen would
stand front and center with Dr. Juliet
Garcia, president of UT Brownsville,
at a historic meeting of the UT System
Board of Regents where the plans for
a new “super university” for the region
were shared by Chancellor Francisco
Cigarroa.
Now, with the new university,
UTRGV, soon to be a reality – and UT
Pan American ceasing to exist by that
name – Nelsen said, “Whether the new
strategic plan will survive is up in the
air, but I think the idea of the ‘engaged
university’ will not disappear. I think
that is now woven into the very fabric of
the institution and community.”

The final chapter

Nelsen said UTPA’s next evolution
will be one for the ages as it will
become one of the nation’s first major
public universities of the 21st century.
He credits his students, staff and faculty
for taking UTPA to the next level.
“We have a strong legacy. In 2015
UT Pan American will no longer exist
but because of you students and the
needs in the Valley, a greater institution
will rise,” he told the Class of 2014
at Commencement. “That university is
because of you. You pushed us to be
better.”
With his cowboy boots on and his
wife Jody by his side, Nelsen said he
is not sure where this new journey will
take them – “maybe the rodeo,” he
said jokingly. All he knows for sure is
that serving UTPA as its president was
the best ride of his life.
“No ride will ever be as satisfying
and fulfilling as my time here at Pan
Am has been,” he said.

®

With
HOnors

As the president of The University of TexasPan American Dr. Robert S. Nelsen has
racked up some prestigious accolades that
have come directly from the community he
calls the “Magic Valley.”

SET IN STONE

In March 2014 Nelsen was inducted into
the Rio Grande Valley Walk of Fame in
Hidalgo, Texas, as part of the Borderfest
festivities. The RGV Walk of Fame
celebrates the life, the achievements
and the significant civic contributions of
individuals who have made a difference in
the Rio Grande Valley.

soaring to success
To honor Nelsen’s
contributions to
education and the
Rio Grande Valley
since he assumed
the leadership of the
University in 2010,
the Rio Grande
Valley Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce (RGVHCC)
recognized him with the prestigious Golden
Eagle Award in March 2014.

he's the man
The Edinburg Chamber of Commerce
named Nelsen Man of the Year in October
2013 for
his visionary
leadership and
for moving
the university
forward,
creating
student success
and forming
partnerships with the community, which
made Bronc Country a fully engaged
university.
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Honoring
a
Son
Nelsen Endowment Lends Helping
Hand to Struggling Students

– by Janice Odom
Sometimes it’s just the smallest things in life that stand between a student
and his or her dreams – a car that won’t start, a book that needs to be
purchased, a health issue that needs attention – and the only thing missing is
a helping hand.
That is why President Robert S. Nelsen and his wife, Jody, stepped forward
to establish the Robert Seth Nelsen Emergency Assistance Endowment in The
University of Texas-Pan American Foundation.
“We’ve seen so many kids in such desperate need of small items, kids
dropping out for the lack of $10. That’s just wrong,” he said. “I’ve watched
faculty members and vice presidents shell out money from their own pockets
to help students. Why not establish a fund to do that in perpetuity?”
Named in memory of the Nelsens’ only child, Seth, who passed away
in 200l at the age of 25, the Robert Seth Nelsen Emergency Assistance
Endowment will be administered by Vice President for Student Affairs Martha
Cantu and is intended to address students' one-time, short-term emergencies
such as lack of funds for basic needs including food or housing, books or
other materials for classes or for car repairs, medication and other items that
are needed to continue their studies at the University and graduate.
To ensure that a helping hand is being offered to Broncs who are
committed to their dreams, the Nelsens have asked that consideration be
given to students who are in good standing and are not eligible for other
types of financial assistance that could help them with the emergency and that
the financial assistance is likely to be a one-time need.
For the Nelsens, the emergency assistance fund not only honors Seth’s
memory, but it also preserves the legacy of a compassionate young man who,
as President Nelsen recalled, “would give you the shirt right off his back – and
often did.”
“Seth was just very loyal to his friends and would do anything for them,”
said Jody. “He was a very compassionate person. He had a hard exterior, but
a very soft, compassionate interior, especially when it came to
his friends.”
A graduate of Texas Tech University with a degree in computer science,
Seth worked at Nortel Communications in North Texas, and his mother
recalled how he once befriended a new
employee from India. “Seth took him out
after work for drinks and to play pool,
to introduce him into the local culture, if
you will, because the guy was kind of all
by himself. So it wasn’t just his friends he
would reach out to; Seth would reach out to
others who were stranded or
in need.”
And it was in that spirit that the
Robert Seth Nelsen Emergency
Assistance Endowment was born.
“We thought, this is a need, and
it’s a way for Seth to be remembered,
also,” said Jody. “It was just such a
great opportunity for us, and we plan to
continue building the fund so that more
and more students can be helped in
the future.”

story starts on next page
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Jody Nelsen is a perfect example of a “first
lady” who has a big heart for students.
That's how pharmacy school student and
former President's Ambassador Ginger Garza
described the wife of UT Pan American President
Robert S. Nelsen.
“She welcomed us into her home, made us feel
as guests. It was like we were more than students,
we were like her family,” Garza said. “Mrs. Nelsen
is poised and very positive and intelligent and she
always let that show. A lot of times people think
women are just on the sidelines, but she was always
side-by-side with Dr. Nelsen, not a step behind.”
Jody has been at her husband's side for 39
years and, before talking about her own legacy
at UTPA, praised his accomplishments, including
Nelsen's work bringing people together to ensure
the creation of The University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley. But she said what she was most proud of
him for was more subtle.
“I think UTPA was a hidden jewel in a lot of
ways to a lot of people, even to people here in the
Valley. And I think Robert made people realize what
a fantastic university this is with really good, sharp
students, faculty and staff,” she said. “And I think
people who didn't realize it before came to have
pride in UTPA and Bronc Country.”

She welcomed us into her home, made
us feel as guests. It was like we were more
than students, we were like her family.
- Ginger garza, former president's ambassador
When Dr. Nelsen was selected as the
University's eighth president in 2010, Jody was
the executive vice president for Finance and
Administration at Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi. When she resigned a year and a half later
to join her husband at Pan Am, it became one of
the few times she had not been employed since
she married him at age 19. Jody had worked to
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help put her husband through school and later, like
many UTPA students, earned her degrees, including
an MBA from The University of Texas at Dallas, as
a part-time student.
Both Nelsens were employed for many years at
UT Dallas. While he was in the classroom, she was
overseeing academia's business side.
“As an administrator I was just all consumed
with the business side of the university and really
not very involved with the students. The relationship
I developed with students here was a new side of
life for me,” she said.
Jody became a loyal Bronc, cheering on the
student-athletes at all their games, and joined her
husband at musical productions, plays and many
other events on and off campus. The President's
Ambassadors Program is one of her projects she
hopes will continue at UTRGV.
“We wanted the ambassadors to be more than
door greeters. We grew the program and put in
what we called 'PAVE the Way' – PAVE stands for
President's Ambassadors Volunteer Experience,
which required each ambassador to choose a
volunteer program, and we all, including Robert
and I, would go and do this volunteer experience
together,” Jody said.
Their PAVE experiences ranged from playing
games with sick youngsters at the Edinburg
Children's Hospital to creating a turtle character
based on a book they read to children, who are
served by the South Texas Literacy Coalition.
Garza, who participated in the program's first year,
described working alongside the couple to help
build a Habitat for Humanity house.
“They wanted us to be out in the community
and give Pan American a face and be a voice for
the students," Garza said. "Being an ambassador
gave me an opportunity to step out and network
with people in our community, people I will serve
one day.”
Recently Jody, who is currently president of
the Food Bank RGV Board, worked with a student
group to help establish a food pantry for University

students needing assistance. The pantry will be in
operation this fall and overseen by the Dean of
Students, she said.
“If people are hungry, they can't learn, they
can't work, they can't succeed in life. Food and
shelter are both basic needs. The need is huge here
in the Valley,” she said.
Jody also taught at the University for several
semesters heading up a business practicum course
where student teams worked as consultants to help
local nonprofits with a business problem.
“They actually had to draft a contract with the
client after meeting them, have them sign off on it
and deliver on the deliverables. We worked with
the Food Bank RGV, the Boys and Girls Club of
Edinburg, VIDA, Buckner Missions, among others,”
she said. “The students just energize you. It's

amazing, they are just so full of excitement
and passion.”
Jody said she hopes people know how much
she really enjoyed her time at UTPA and the
appreciation she has for how welcoming they were.
“Everyone really embraced us as only the family
in the RGV can,” she said.
A self-described optimist, she is looking toward
a new adventure with her husband and has a final
wish for the new university she predicts will soar.
“I really hope it remains very engaged in the
community and that there is a lot of pride in the
community about UTRGV and everything that had
to happen beforehand both at Brownsville and here
to have that come together. I hope people don't
forget the history, what got them there,” she said.
– by Gail Fagan
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From the
We all owe Robert and Jody
Nelsen a huge "Thank You" for
their tireless efforts to enhance
higher education in South Texas.
Their leadership has truly been
inspirational and an integral
part of the formation of The
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley including its new
medical school... We will benefit from their efforts for
generations to come.
– Cullen R., President, UTPA Development
Board, and Carol Lynn Looney
There will never be another UTPA
President like Robert Nelsen. He
is not just the overseer of all the
students, faculty and administrators,
he is a human being... Whatever he
does, wherever he goes, he will give
100% because he is that kind of man. I am so blessed
to have met Robert and Jody.
– Wanda Boush, Longtime UTPA Supporter
Thank you so much Dr. Nelsen for everything you
did for us. You came in at a very trying time with
those terrible budget cuts. You led us through with
confidence kindness and support. … You and your
wife are in my prayers and just know that your
presence made a profoundly positive impact in our
daily lives at UTPA. – Maria T. Aguirre,
Clinical Assistant Professor, UTPA Clinical
Laboratory Sciences Program
Dr. Nelsen has helped
the Physical Plant and
Warehouse employees
tremendoulsy by rewarding
us with incentives for jobs
well done. I have a lot
of respect for this man. I would love for him to stay
because he is a very good asset to this University.
– Eli "Sergeant" Montemayor,
Building Attendant II, UTPA Physical Plant

The quality that impressed
me the most about our UTPA
president is the fact that
he deeply cares about the
students. Very few university
presidents took a stand for
DREAMers back in 2010.
Our University joined Yale
and Harvard in publicly
supporting the DREAM Act
back when other universities
in Texas were silent. He is
more than a president, he is a
friend of the community and
he has won the heart of the
RGV. – Alex Garrido (BS
'10), Graduate Student
Recruiter
He truly embraced the Valley
with all his heart and led the
University to a new level. He
inspired many and touched
many hearts. I am proud
to be called his friend and
wish him and Jody the best.
We will miss his passion
and genuine love for this
University.
– Josie Cappadona,
International Women's
Board Scholarship Chair
It is remarkable to see these
two people embrace this
place so thoroughly in less

than five years. And the love
is mutual — the Valley and
the University have embraced
them fully, as well. We are
lucky to have had them at all,
for any length of time.
– Marian Monta, Professor
Emerita, UTPA College of
Arts and Humanities
President Nelsen not only
got UTPA students, faculty
and staff excited about
Bronc Country, he got the
community of the Rio Grande
Valley excited about being a
Bronc. Having the community
excited about UTPA helped
make the great things
President Nelsen did possible.
– Rebekah Sepulveda
(MA ‘11), Alumni
Association RGV Chapter,
President-Elect
I got to see first hand how
hard he worked and fought
for student rights and
concerns. Not only was he a
wonderful president to work
with, he is one of my greatest
role models.
– Stephanie Corte (BA
'13), SGA President
2011-2012, Student
Alumni President 2012-2013

Share your
Love and Well Wishes
with President Nelsen

of Broncs
A true pillar of pride, a
walking monument of love,
and a relentless pursuit to
ensure educational equity
within the Rio Grande
Valley has made Dr.
Robert S. Nelsen a true
transformational leader.
Mere words cannot describe
the magnitude of his impact;
however, the actions of his
students will forever be
his legacy.
– George D. Galindo (BA
'12), Alumni Association
RGV Chapter President
Dr. Nelsen spoke about UTPA
and it's students with such
passion and compassion.
It was as if he were born
and raised in the Valley. His
leadership in continuously
improving UTPA will leave a
valuable legacy.
– Blanca Garza Lozano
(BA '76), Alumni
Association San Antonio
Chapter President
It should be no surprise
that Dr. Nelsen has been
so remarkably effective in
guiding UTPA these last
four plus years. His many
accomplishments have

advanced the University
dramatically, and the
entire Valley community
has embraced his love and
passion for its people.
– F.J. Brewerton, Professor
Emeritus, UTPA College of
Business Administration
Robert Nelsen hit the ground
running! From the moment
he landed in the Rio Grande
Valley, he and his wife
Jody became an integral
and valued part of our
community…a part that will
be impossible to replace.
– Joe Brown, Texas
Regional Bank
Dr. Nelsen struck me as
one of the most sincere and
passionate educators I have
ever encountered. His focus
on the students and the
quality of education those
students receive is a hallmark
of success. We were blessed
to have him leading our
school and I wish him the very
best in all he does.
– Arturo Villarreal Jr.,
Esq. (BA '06), Alumni
Association Austin
Chapter President

Since Robert S. Nelsen took the reigns of The University of TexasPan American four and a half years ago, he has transformed the
University into a thriving higher education institution poised to
experience a remarkable evolution in fall 2015 – The University
of Texas Rio Grande Valley. Share your favorite memories, well
wishes, and sign the guest book for President Nelsen and his wife,
Jody, or make a lasting impact by contributing to scholarship
endowments created to honor the president’s legacy at

www.utpa.edu/Nelsenwishes.

His passion for education is
immeasurable. I know I speak
for the entire Foundation Board
when I say that he will be missed,
no doubt. He surely will leave his
footprint on this University and laid
the cornerstone of better things yet to come.
– Jaime Ramon, UTPA Foundation
Board Chairman
He embraced our RGV culture, became
an advocate not only for the University
but the Rio Grande Valley, unlike
any other president before him. I will
miss his enthusiasm for life and the
University. I will miss his spirit and drive
and his unselfishness to put the University first. He is
what good leaders are made of – All GOOD STUFF.
– Val LaMantia Peisen,
Partner, L&F Distributors-McAllen
The most devoted and dedicated academic leader
that I have ever served and worked with. He loved
the Valley and the people that came with it. He will be
greatly missed by all of us.
– Dan Martinez Jr. (BBA ‘78), Alumni
Association Houston Chapter President
The passion you hold for helping our UTPA and RGV
community is truly, truly inspirational. I will treasure
the words you shared to all of us leaders as a whole,
and the picture I took with you with
our boots. It may seem small, but
I will cherish that moment forever.
Thank you again for everything
and I hope you never forget that
YOU are a true inspiration and a
valued HERO.
– Heather Nicole Gonzalez,
Parent & Family Program
Student Coordinator,
Office of the Dean of Students

Where are
1960s
Rev. Benjamin R. “Ben”
Wright (BBA ’68) currently
serves as the assistant dean
of administration and church
relations at Trinity School for
Ministry in Ambridge, Pa.
Dr. Rodolfo Arévalo (BBA
’69), former UTPA provost and
vice president for Academic
Affairs, who served as president
of Eastern Washington University
retired in June 2014.

1970s
Jose Betancourt (BA ’71), a
retired Rear Admiral from the
U.S. Navy living in San Diego,
Calif., is currently the president /
CEO of Tesoro Veterans Group,
Inc, CEO/partner of Global
Source Energy, and Board
Chairman for the San Ysidro
Education Vanguard Foundation.
Ruben Guadarrama (BA ’73)
is currently teaching world history
at Edinburg North High School
in Edinburg.
Dr. Aida Hurtado (BA ’75),
professor in the Department of
Chicana and Chicano Studies at
the University of California Santa
Barbara, where she holds the
Luis Leal Endowed Chair, served
as a speaker for the UTPA 2014
Spring Commencement.
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Carmen Guerra (BA ’76)
has a new job as lead recruiter
with Theorem Research.
Dr. Dahlia Guerra (BA ’76),
UTPA dean of the College of
Arts and Humanities, was named
the 2014 Cultural Leader of the
Year by the Valley Symphony
Orchestra & Chorale and
was named 2014 Woman of
Distinction by the Rio Grande
Valley Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce.
Argelia Arizpe Guadarrama
(M.Ed. ’76) retired from working
at PSJA ISD and is now doing
consultant work in the field of
early childhood education.
Juan Manuel (John) de
la Viña (BA ‘77) is a senior
publicist for 20th Century Fox.
He has been with the company
for 20-plus years and directs
the editing of all international
publicity for the company.
Dr. Margaret Mitchel
Armand (BA ’78), born
and raised in Haiti, published
“Healing in the Homeland –
Haitian Vodou Tradition” in
August 2013. She has taught as
a visiting professor at national
and international universities and
published in scholarly books and
journals.

1980s
George Delaunay (BCJ ’80,
BBA ’83) is the chief investigator
at the Cameron County District
Attorney’s Office. After 26 years
of service to the DEA in San
Antonio and Brownsville, he
retired in 2012.

Health Services Council. She
is chair of the Governor’s
Commission for Women and a
member of the American and
Texas Speech-Language-Hearing
associations. She is appointed to
the council for a term to expire
Feb. 1, 2015.

Arnoldo Mata (BA ’81), former
president of the UTPA Alumni
Association, is serving up hot
doughnuts every morning at his
new bakery, Valley Doughnuts,
located across the UTPA
campus on University Drive. He
is also the owner of Mercedes
Doughnuts in Mercedes.

Marla Martinez (BBA ’87),
CPA, is a 25-year veteran of The
University of Texas institutions
and state agencies. She currently
serves as associate vice president
for Financial and Campus
Services at The University of
Texas at Austin.

Irma Rios (BS ’83), director of
the Houston Police Department
Crime Lab, was one of three
speakers at UTPA’s Spring 2014
Commencement. She is married
to 2014 UTPA Pillar of Success
Jose Daniel “Danny” Saenz,
deputy commissioner of the
Financial Regulation Division
of the Texas Department of
Insurance.

Jesse González (BIS ’93,
M.Ed. ‘95), a member of The
J. González Law Firm, P.L.L.C.
in McAllen, shared his story
of success with graduates
at the UTPA 2014 Spring
Commencment.

Carmen Pagan (BA ’87, MA
’89), co-owner of Milestones
Therapeutic Associates, a speech
language pathologist and a
certified neuro-developmental
treatment pediatric speech
instructor, was appointed by
Gov. Rick Perry to the State

1990s

Susan Valverde (BBA ’95,
MBA ’98), franchisee and
executive director of Sylvan
Learning tutoring centers in
McAllen and Brownsville, was
named as one of the 24 Spring
2014 Pahara-Aspen Education
Fellows.
Cynthia Guerra (BA ’98) is the
executive director for the South
Texas Chapter of the American

they now?
Red Cross. She oversees
fundraising and community
engagement throughout four
counties.
Federica Soriano (BBA '90),
philanthropist and head of of
Teletón México y Teletón USA,
was featured in People en
Español Magazine as one of 25
most powerful women in 2013.
Roy Vela (BS '05) recently
won a seat on the Mission CISD
Board of Trustees. Vela is a
provider relations representative
with Driscoll Health Plan.
Charlie Treviño ('96) ran in
the 118th Boston Marathon on
April 21, 2014. A Continental/
United Airlines flight attendant,
he has run two marathons and
five half-marathons.
Yvonne Garza-Guidry ('99)
was featured in Cosmopolitan
for Latinas as a top blogger
in 2013 for her fashion and
beauty blog “Spoiled Latina,”
which has 14,000 Instagram
followers. You can find her blog
at spoiledlatina.com.

2000s
Akash Dania (MS ’02, Ph.D.
’08) is the interim director for
Graduate Business Programs
and assistant professor of

Finance at the School of
Business at Alcorn State
University.
Elizabeth Parker Garcia (BA
’03), a lecturer in the UTPA
Department of Communication,
wrote a creative nonfiction piece
in the latest edition of "Chicken
Soup for the Soul: Living with
Alzheimer’s & Other Dementias."
It’s in bookstores now and all
proceeds go to the Alzheimer’s
Association.
Francisco De La Rosa Jr.
(BA ’04) was named a 2014
H-E-B Excellence in Education
semifinalist. He is an elementary
teacher at Sharyland ISD.
Nisha Varghese, M.D.
(BS ’04) earned her M.D. at
Baylor College of Medicine,
Houston and completed a
Family Medicine Residency at
the Memorial Family Medicine
Residency Program, Houston,
in 2011. She has since joined
Memorial Hermann Prevention
and Recovery Center as a Fellow
to further her training in the field
of addiction medicine.
Roy Rodriguez (MPA ’05)
was recently appointed city
manager for the City of McAllen.
He will be leading one of the
Rio Grande Valley’s largest

municipal governments.
Delisa Eva Guadarrama (BS
’05) received her M.D. degree
from The University of Texas
Health Science Center at San
Antonio in 2011 and is currently
doing her residency in psychiatry
at UTHCSA.
Erika Gonzalez (BA ’07) is
a reporter and news anchor for
the NBC affiliate in Washington,
D.C. She will serve as a UTPA
commencement speaker in
August 2014.
Yngrid Elizabeth Fuentes
Morales (BA ’11) has been
accepted to the master’s
program in international
journalism at the University of
California-Berkeley.
Alba Cavazos (BS '12) is
employed with Advise TX as a
college adviser at Palmview
High School in Mission, Texas.
She works with first-generation
students in low-income areas
to help them strive to continue
their education at a two-year or
four-year college or university of
their choice.
Dora Lomas (BA'97) was
promoted to managing partner
of LongHorn Steakhouse’s
South McAllen restaurant. This

promotion is the result of Dora’s
strong work ethic and ability to
lead by example.
Luis Guerra (BA '09) was
accepted into UT Austin’s
advertising master's program
with a first-year, full-ride
scholarship (the South
Texas Scholarship).
Sandra Gonzalez (BA '09)
was hired as a senior TV writer
for Mashable, the leading media
company for the Connected
Generation and the voice of
digital culture.
Naxi Lopez (BA '10) is now
a project specialist for Events
and Training at the San Juan
Economic Development Corp.

YOU HAVE NEWS?
WE WANT IT.
UTPA wants to hear from you
and find out what you have
been up to since graduation.
Send us your news and photos
about what is going on in your
personal and professional life.
Email us at LosArcos@utpa.edu.
Please include your degree and
graduation year when submitting
your information.
utpa.edu/los-arcos | 25

Broncs We’ll Miss

Ride of his life: Remembering Eddie
Known as an avid cyclist, loving father and husband, and beloved
member of the UTPA Bronc family, Eduardo Arguelles, 39, passed
away on April 17, 2014, doing what he loved the most, riding his
bike.
Often heard quoting Lance Armstrong, “pain is temporary,” Eddie, a
victim of a hit and run, touched the lives of many, including his fellow
colleagues in the UTPA Division of Information Technology, where he
served as a computer use services specialist.
He was known as energetic, loving, happy-go-lucky and a dedicated
father to Santiago, 4, and Skyler, 11, and husband to Monette. Eddie
was a member of the “5 A.M. Group,” a team of cyclists made up of
riders from the IT division at UT Pan American. They rode faithfully
every Tuesday and Thursday morning. He was instrumental in
bringing bike racks and kits to the campus and was an advocate for
cycling safety.
“You will never keep a cyclist down, you will never break the bonds
that are established in our crazy little groups of suffering. You will
never dull down the sharpness of our camaraderie, you will never
break our spirit, you will never beat us, we will always win,” Eddie
once said.
To honor his memory and show support for the cycling community,

FUTURE BRONCS
Crystal Tamez (BS
’07) and her husband
Cesar got five times the
love when she gave birth
on May 25, 2013 to
quintuplets. Say hello to
the Tamez babies Caleb
Hunter, Aden Caesar,
Madelynn Love, Bianca
Hope and Chloe Faith (†), who recently turned
one. Congrats Tamez family.

Teresa HernandezReed (BA ’12) and
Dr. Michael D. Reed,
UTPA English professor,
welcomed their bundle
of joy Auden Isabela
on Jan. 14, 2014.

Gabriela Barajas
(BA ‘03) and Saul
Garza welcomed
their baby boy Ethan
Alexander Garza on
Oct. 16, 2013.

hundreds of cyclists
gathered for a 16-mile
memorial ride in Edinburg
on April 24. His Bronc
family remembered
him with a
memorial service
on April 25
that included a
trike ride with
the children from
the UTPA Child
Development
Center, led by his son, Santiago.
While Eddie worked at UTPA, he was also a student working toward
a bachelor’s degree in general studies with a major in philosophy.
On May 10, during a solemn and silent presentation at Spring
Commencement, President Robert S. Nelsen awarded Eddie’s family
with a posthumous degree in his honor.
During National Bike Month in May, a 20-mile Ride of Silence
remembering individuals killed or severely injured on Rio Grande
Valley roads was held and included the placement of “ghost bikes” in
memory of Arguelles and others at the scenes of their accidents.

BRONCS WE'LL MISS
JOSE H. LEIJA (BS ’72, MS ’75, ADN
’91), a longtime resident of the Rio
Grande Valley, passed away on Sept. 1,
2013. He held a Completion Doctorate
Degree in Medicine from the Universidad
del Noreste, Tampico, Mexico in 1979
and a Ph.D. in Philosophy and Public
Health through the Warren National
University in California in 2008.

system in the Rio Grande Valley for 33
years. From 1988 to 1996, he taught
Spanish in the UTPA Modern Languages
and Literature Department.

JUAN JOSE “J.J.” REYNA (BS ’76),
68, died on Sept. 9, 2013. He retired
from the Border Patrol after 27 years
of service and from the Naval Reserves
after 20 years of service.

AMES LOWELL GULLY (EJC ’39),
95, died on Sept. 30, 2013. He played
varsity basketball for two years at
Edinburg Junior College and served in
World War II and the Korean War. He
taught at McAllen High School for 24
years.

SHARLEEN H. FRANKIE (M.Ed. from
Pan American U. in Brownsville,
1970s), 83, a lifelong resident of
Los Fresnos and former teacher in
Brownsville and Los Fresnos ISDs, passed
away on Sept. 16, 2013 in Houston.
FRANCISCO ORNELAS CUELLAR
(BS ’76), 92, passed away on Sept. 18,
2013. He taught in the public school

MARY DOLORES ARENA (BA '91),
57, bravely lost her battle with cancer
on Sept. 24, 2013. She trained with the
Army Reserve as a medic in 1987.

DR. CHARLES SORBER, 74, died on
Oct. 18, 2013. From 2009-2010, he
served as interim president of UTPA.
He also held the president title at The
University of Texas of the Permian Basin
and was appointed by the UT System
to serve as interim president at The
University of Texas at Arlington.

Heaven just got the best proofreader
A word whiz with an indefatigable passion for proper grammar,
Meredith LaGrone Canales was a born copy editor who loved
nothing more than a well-written sentence.
Meredith died in her sleep from complications of
Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome at her San Antonio
home April 13, 2014. She was 31. A 2006
journalism graduate, Meredith was beloved
by her classmates and professors — “She
was one of the best writers and editors to
come through The Pan American student
newspaper,” said professor Greg Selber
and Panorama student magazine adviser,
Donna Pazdera created a position for her
on the magazine staff just because “she was
just that good.”

and welcomed in so young a reporter,” said one editor, Richard
Erickson.
After being diagnosed with Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome, a
connective tissue disorder that causes frequent joint
dislocations and chronic pain, Meredith was no
longer able to continue working. She used her
knack for writing to advocate for others
suffering with EDS through online support
groups and blogging. (http://merecanales.
wordpress.com)
Meredith was a deeply devoted mother, wife,
sister, daughter and friend. She is survived by
her husband Roel Canales Jr. and their three
young boys, four-year-old twins, Harrison and
Henry and 11-year-old Mitchell. We’ll miss you
and your red pen terribly, Mere. Thank you for
making the world smarter.

Meredith earned a master’s degree in
communications from The University of Texas at
San Antonio and worked as a writer and editor for
newspapers and magazines, including the community publications of To honor Meredith’s legacy, an endowed journalism scholarship for
those who share her love of language has been established at UTPA
the San Antonio Express-News.
– a lasting memory for her children. To contribute, please visit
“Her passion for excellence and eye for detail were both remarkable bronccountry.utpa.edu /mlc.

DR. NORMAN ARTHUR
BURANDT, 87, passed away
on Oct. 19, 2013. He taught
at PSJA schools and then spent
34 years at UTPA teaching
physics, math, computer, and
engineering courses. He was a
positive influence in the lives of
thousands of students.
YVONNE ANDERSON, 86,
died on Nov. 8, 2013. She was
a tireless supporter of the Arts
at UTPA and of the University.
She served with distinction on a
number of boards including the
International Women’s Board
of the UTPA Foundation, for
which she served two years as
president, and the South Texas
Symphony Association.
DR. JOSE R. HINOJOSA,
76, emeritus professor, passed
away on Dec. 3, 2013. He
taught at UTPA for 37 years. He

was a visiting professor at UT
Austin, Southwest Texas State,
St. Mary’s, and at the University
of Notre Dame in Indiana. He
influenced the careers of many
South Texas government and
city officials. If you would like to
honor Hinojosa's memory, you
can donate to the Dr. Jose R.
Hinojosa Endowed Scholarship
in Public Administration at UTPA.
Call (956) 665-5301 to give.
JOE WILLIAMS, 77, the first
African-American collegiate
athlete in Broncs and state
history, died on Dec. 15, 2013.
A member of the Rio Grande
Valley Sports Hall of Fame, as
well as the Texas and El Paso
Baseball Hall of Fames, Williams
broke the color barrier as the
center fielder for the 1954
Broncs baseball team, hitting
.262 to help the team to the Big
State Conference Championship.

REINALDO ROBERTO
“BOBBY” CANTU (BA ’75),
62, died on Dec. 24, 2013. He
retired from coaching after 20
years in education. Teaching
and coaching were his passions.
DR. GEORGE PETRIE, 73,
accounting professor for the
UTPA College of Business
Administration from the late
1980s to 1999, passed away on
Feb. 10, 2014.
DELIA ZORRILLA (AS '82,
BSN '93, MSN '96), 55, died
Feb. 23, 2014 in Laguna Vista.
She was an Air Force nurse
and recipient of the Bronze Star
Medal and three Meritorious
Service Medals. She retired as a
commander from the U.S. Public
Health Service.

HONORARY BRONC

Alice Joann Ogletree,
84, wife of UTPA Athletics
Hall of Famer and UTPA
baseball head coach emeritus
Al Ogletree, passed away May
21, 2014. She was considered
the backbone of the Broncs
baseball family. To honor
her, the family has asked that
donations be made to the Al
and Joann Ogletree Scholarship
Endowment at UTPA. To give,
contact Yvette C. Padilla at (956)
665-5301 or email padilla@
utpa.edu.

TAKE THE CHALLENGE!
The University of Texas-Pan American Foundation wants you to take the
challenge. In an effort to support the new UT Rio Grande Valley, the UTPA
Foundation has agreed to match $250,000 raised in private donations to
set up a $500,000 scholarship endowment for students accepted into the
UTRGV medical school. The UTRGV Challenge Grant funds will serve as an
investment in the future of UTRGV and the new medical school. Both will have a
tremendous impact on this region!

WHY SHOULD YOU GIVE?
While the nation averages 240 doctors for every 100,000 patients, in the Rio
Grande Valley that ratio decreases to 124 doctors for every 100,000 patients.
While the medical school alone will not solve our health care crisis, educating
doctors locally will increase access to care which will save lives and reduce the
overall cost of medical care in the region.
Take the challenge now and give at bronccountry.utpa.edu/mc.

The UTRGV Challenge Grant

for the new UT Rio Grande Valley Medical School

RAISE THE BAR IN RESEARCH
Every day, faculty researchers and their students are
discovering new ways to change the world. Why not be a part
of that discovery and give to the new UT System Research
Incentive Program for the Comprehensive Universities (UTripCU)? Created to incentivize research-oriented gifts for the
Comprehensive Universities of the UT System, including UTPA
and UT Brownsville, the UT System has made provisions for
UTrip-CU to benefit the new UTRGV.
UTrip-CU will provide a total of $1 million in
matching funds to assist the Comprehensive
Universities in leveraging private gifts for
the enhancement of research productivity
and faculty recruitment.
Change the world and change lives at
www.utpa.edu/giving.

Coming Fall 2016

vaucher

a true american hero
Adm. William F. “Bull” Halsey spoke
for a generation of men who went off
to fight the forces of clear-cut evil in
World War II when he said at the close
of the war, “There are no great men,
just great challenges which ordinary
men, out of necessity, are forced by
circumstances to meet.”
One of those men was an Hidalgo
County farm boy, Thomas Robert “Bob”
Vaucher, who distinguished himself
during and after the war, achieving the
rank of lieutenant colonel as a bomber
pilot while flying an extraordinary 117
missions, including leading an armada
of more than 500 B-29s on the war’s
last flight that was classified as a
combat mission.
Born in 1918, the son of a Rio

Grande Valley citrus pioneer, Vaucher
has been many things in his 95 years
– a business man, a civic leader, a
role model and an engaging storyteller
– but what he is proudest of are his
accomplishments as an aviator, a
member of that rarified group of people
who define their years on earth by the
time they’ve spent in the skies above
it. It’s the memories of those years
that bring a twinkle to his eyes and an
impish smile to his face as he recounts
his many aviation adventures in a
wealth of details that might allude even
a much younger man.
Vaucher – whose boyhood best
friend was Mission’s Lloyd Bentsen, who
became a U.S. senator, secretary of the
treasury, a Democratic vice presidential
story continues on next page
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“There are no great men, jus
men, out of necessity, are forc
story continues
candidate and a World War II bomber
pilot – said that he first became
interested in aviation as a youngster
when one of his older sisters began
going out with legendary Valley cropdusting and barnstorming pilot Floyd H.
“Slats” Rodgers.
“I think the stories that he told just
sort of fascinated me and lured me
into a love for planes and flying,” said
Vaucher, who now lives in Bridgewater,
N.J.
“We all admired Charles Lindbergh
(who in 1927 became the first person to
fly nonstop across the Atlantic Ocean).
He was a man who did something
great, but right here was Slats Rogers,
a man who was flying every day, and I
think you can say I developed a case of
hero worship,” Vaucher said.
His fascination with flying took
serious root while he was a student at
Edinburg Junior College, which over the
years grew to become The University
of Texas-Pan American, and took
advantage of the opportunity to join the
school’s fledgling aviation club.
“From that point on, I think that
flying was all I ever really wanted to
do. I was hooked,” Vaucher said in

an interview in the fall when he visited
UTPA as a distinguished alumnus.
At the time, Vaucher could not
have foreseen that his aviation club
introduction to flying would eventually
lead him, as a pilot, to make significant
contributions to the final World War II
victory over Japan and to a pending
acceptance and possible induction
into the National Aviation Hall of
Fame at the U.S. Air Force Museum in
Dayton, Ohio.
But it wasn’t just his membership in
the school’s aviation club that helped
mold Vaucher into the man, the aviator
and the business and civic leader he
became. That he credits, in large part,
to Ruth Owings Blalock, one of his
teachers at Edinburg Junior College,
who, along with his mother, impressed
upon him both the value and the
importance of an education.
“The winds of war had almost
reached gale force in 1939-40 when
Ruth Owings taught speech, dramatics
and debating to this farm boy, born
a few miles west of Edinburg Junior
College,” Vaucher, who had been
president of the about 300-member
student body, wrote in a letter to the
University when he was unable to
attend a tribute to his former teacher
several years ago. “I was a raw
recruit, but Ruth was a task
master and attacked
ignorance with a
vengeance.
Ruth
wouldn’t
allow you
to do

anything that wasn’t your absolute best
work, no matter what it was. She taught
me to think on my feet, a skill that
became invaluable during the war,” he
said.
In his letter to the University,
Vaucher said that he was “swept right
into the military service out of Edinburg
Junior College and soon I found I had
a doctor’s degree from Ruth Owings.”
Vaucher joined the U.S. Army Air
Corps and was accepted into basic
pilot training at Brooks Air Base in
San Antonio in August 1940 and was
commissioned a second lieutenant and
pilot in April 1941.
“Ruth had taught me how to
organize my material, how to present it
and how to think on my feet,” he wrote.
“I soon found myself as a junior officer
and command pilot debating battle
plans with command headquarters and
making presentations to thousands of
Air Corps combat troops.”
He said it was the self-assurance
he learned from Owings that helped
him face up to the rigors of war and
the dangers a military pilot faced both
in combat and in the performance of
other critical duties and flight missions.
Vaucher’s first critical mission began
shortly after the United States declared
war on Japan on Dec. 8, 1941, the
day after their attack on the U.S. Pacific
fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. At the
time, he was part of a B-26 bomber
squadron stationed at Westover Field
near Springfield, Mass.
“Our planes were new and didn’t
have their bombsights yet. They had not
been delivered,” Vaucher said. When
Pearl Harbor was bombed on Sunday,
Dec. 7, 1941, Vaucher was on leave,
visiting his fiancé to help finish the final
planning for their wedding, which was
to be the following weekend.
“Needless to say, the events
of Dec. 7 forced a change
of those plans,” Vaucher

st great challenges which ordinary
ced by circumstances to meet.”
Adm. William F. “Bull” Halsey
said. “I reported back to base as fast as
I could get there.”
Arriving back at his squadron,
Vaucher found himself being assigned
his first mission of the war. He was
sent hopping from air base to air base
around the eastern United States over
several days to locate and bring back
the bombsights so critically needed by
his squadron’s bombers.
After returning with the bombsights,
his plane was quickly equipped with
one and Vaucher took on his first series
of combat missions patrolling the
Atlantic Coast for German submarines
after the U.S. declared war on Germany
on Dec. 11, 1941.
He was later assigned to fly as
part of the air umbrella protecting the
Panama Canal, a facility essential
to the nation’s war effort. Eventually,
Vaucher was sent to the Asian Theater
of War where he was stationed in
India and flew bombing runs in B-29s
across the Himalayas – the world’s
highest mountain range – into Burma
and China, an extremely dangerous
journey known glibly by the pilots who
undertook it as “flying the hump.”
“It was rough on those of us who
flew the bombers, but it was worse for
the pilots who flew the cargo planes
that had to bring food, ammunition
and medicine to the troops fighting in
Burma,” Vaucher said. “Most of the
cargo planes that flew the hump (mainly
C-46s and C-47s) supposedly had a
maximum operating altitude of about
14,000 feet, but many of the mountains
they had to cross were higher than that.
We lost a lot of planes and a lot of
good, brave men.”
In all, almost 600 planes were lost,
reported missing or just written off and
nearly 1,700 crewmen ended up being
killed or listed as missing in action flying
the hump.
Vaucher flew far more than his
share of combat missions between

the day the United States joined in the
war and the day it ended, earning him
such major honors a the Distinguished
Flying Cross with three Bronze Oak Leaf
Clusters and the Air Medal with four
Oak Leaf Clusters.
But the contribution to the war
effort that earned him the highest
accolades and the admiration of the
Army Air Force’s top brass was his role
in the final development of the B-29
“Superfortress” bomber, the largest
combat aircraft of World War II and the
instrument that brought about Japan’s
final defeat. It was B-29s – including
the renowned “Enola Gay” flown by his
friend Col. Paul Tibbets – that dropped
the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, forcing the Japanese to
surrender.
Because of his flight skills and
cool, analytical courage, Vaucher
was chosen to be one of the test
pilots for the experimental B-29s. He
contributed significantly to determining
the numerous modifications necessary
to turn the

huge aircraft into a finely tuned
weapon, beginning with his selection to
pilot the first Superfortress the Army Air
Force accepted from the Boeing Co.
and delivered it to Pratt Army Airfield in
Kansas.
Ironically, he was also chosen to
lead the final World War II combat
mission of the B-29 bomber when
on Sept. 2, 1945, he commanded
the armada of more than 500
Superfortresses that flew over
the battleship U.S.S. Missouri in
Tokyo Bay at the moment Gen.
Douglas MacArthur, Supreme Allied
Commander of the Southwest Pacific
Theater of Operations, put the final
signature on the articles of surrender.
It was an impressive show of force
signifying the final defeat of Japan.
“In a lot of ways, I guess that was
the most nerve wracking mission I flew
during the war,” Vaucher said with grin.
“I don’t even want to think about what
Gen. MacArthur would have had to say
if I hadn’t gotten that flight of B-29s
over the Missouri at just the right time.”
– by Steve Fagan
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Thank you,
Donors!

F

rom the bottom of our hearts,
many thanks to all of our UTPA
donors who support and believe
in Bronc Country’s mission.
Because of your generous gifts
received between September 1,
2012-August 31, 2013, UT Pan
American has continued to provide
the finest education experience for
our students and has prospered
and grown as a leading university
in the state of Texas. Please
know that every gift truly matters
to us and plays a critical role in
creating transformative leaders.
To learn how you can become a
part of UT Pan American’s donor
family, contact the Development
Office at (956) 665-5301 or email
development@utpa.edu.

Special Note: We make every effort to ensure that our listing
is accurate and apologize for any oversight. Should you
wish to report a correction, call (956) 665-5301 or email
development@utpa.edu.
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Alvaro J. Iglesias Jr. (BS '81) and
Norma A. Iglesias (BS '81) / A&N
Iglesias Ltd.

$5,000 to $19,999

Academic Partnerships, LLC
David O. Adame
Lydia Aguilera
Altria Group, Inc.
American Samkwang, Inc.
Yvonne Anderson†
Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc.
Bert Ogden Rio Grande Valley
Border Texan of the Year Committee
honoring Juan J. Hinojosa
Daniel Y. Butler (BBA '70)
Alonzo G. and Yoli (BS '80) Cantu
Henry A. (BA '83) and Leticia Cantú

Cinemark
Coca-Cola Company / Coca-Cola
Foundation
Lokenath Debnath
The Denver Foundation
Robert & Flavia E. Doolittle CR Trust
The Economic Development
Corporation of Weslaco
Farm Credit Bank of Texas
Frost Bank
Geller and Company, LLC
Veronica Gonzales
Alvaro G. Gonzalez
Belinda Gonzalez (BS '89)
Victor H. and Sandra C. Gonzalez /
Valley Retina Institute
Annalivia Harris
Health Care Service Corporation
H-E-B
IBM Corporation
Bob H. Johnson Family Foundation
Johnson Controls Foundation
JP Morgan Chase Bank
Jagdish S. Kanwar
Alicia Torres (BBA '83) and Frank
Legacki
Lino's Pharmacy
Carlos and Stephanie L. Manrique
de Lara / Manrique Custom
Vision Center
Doug and Mary Alice Martin /
Martin Farm & Ranch Supply, Inc.
Dan Martinez Jr. (BBA '78) and
Terry Martinez
McAllen Chamber of Commerce,
Inc.
Robert and Margaret McAllen
Joseph M. Mejia
Merck & Co., Inc.
George and Kathy Muñoz
Edward H. and Susan E. Muñoz
OXY USA Inc.
Maria Salome Peck Estate and Trust
Raul A. and Suzanne D. Peña / Peña
Eye Institute
Ruben A. (BBA '77) and Blanca E.
Pérez
Petroleum Solutions Inc.
Pioneer Matching Gifts Program
G. R. and Lidia Ranganath
Raytheon
Renaissance Cancer
Foundation, Inc.
RGV Tennis and Education
Park, Inc.
Rio Grande Regional Hospital
Summerfield G. Roberts Foundation
Julio C. (BBA '78) and Rosie (BBA
'80) Rodriguez
Stanley R. and Evelyn† Sherman
Sodexo, Inc.
SpawGlass Foundation
SSFCU Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Texas Instruments
Texas Regional Bank
Tocker Foundation
Alba Torres
Toyota Motor Manufacturing
Texas, Inc.
TracFone Wireless, Inc.
Verizon Communications, Inc.
Verizon Foundation
Ayleen Procter Wilcox
TestamentaryTrust

Workplace Resource, LLC
Xerox Foundation

$1,000 to $4,999

3M General Offices
Lydia P. (BBA '87 MBA '99) and
Hector (BS '90) Alemán
Allan F. Mercado and Gladys
Ajero-Mercado
Sharon Almaguer
Alpha Building Corporation
American Association of University
Women
Lucero Arechiga (BFA '05)
Roberto A. and Cecilia C. Arguello
AT&T
Alejandro and Vivian Badia
Margaret M. Baltis (BA '56)
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Program
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Cayetano and Yolanda Barrera
Marty V. and Kelly D. Baylor
Alan (BSE '03) and Elcira G. (BSMF
'04) Bermudez
J. R. Betancourt (BA '01) and Renee
Rodriguez-Betancourt (BA '01)
Boeing Gift Matching Program
Andra E. Brooks (M.Ed. '79)
The Brown Foundation Inc.
Cynthia J. (Ph.D. '98) and Sidney
P. Brown
Omar J. (BA '86 MA '94) and
Martha A. (BA '85 M.Ed. '90
Ed.D. '02) Cantu
Fred J. and Josie C. (BS '74)
Cappadona
Ruben R. and Dardanella
G. Cárdenas
Lisa Cardoza
Jesse Cedillo
Douglas N. Clark (MFA '08)
Ricardo F. (BBA '70) and
Elva Cortez
COSTEP
Thomas Crotty
Dalia L. de la Garza
Antonio (BS '66 MS '69) and
Katherine (Ed.D. '06) de la Peña
Direct Energy
Dyson
E-Con Group LLC
ERO International LLP
Kenneth A. Everhard (BBA '64)
Gail Fagan
Larry D. and Patty L. Fallek
Fast Enterprises LTD
FibeRio Technology Corporation®
Daniel H. and Kelley R. Garcia
John A. and Rebecca Gerling
Glazer's Distributors
Rodolfo (BA '92) and Ana C.
Gomez-Lora
Alvaro Gonzalez (BBA '10)
Sherry K. Goodier
Nyla C. Gordon
Jeffrey A. (MBA '98) and Rosario
Graham
Green Mountain Energy Company
Arturo E. Guerra (BA '65)
Gulf Coast Power Association
Gary and Bailey Gurwitz
Danny and Stephanie Gurwitz
Patrick Haley

Halff Associates Inc.
William C. and Jodi E. Hamer /
Hamer Enterprises Inc.
Clara Dina Hinojosa
Carol A. Hudsonpillar
Arthur J. and Kimberly K. Hughes
Jerald K. Hughes
Hurricane Preparedness Political
Action Committee
IBM Corporation Matching Grants
Program
India Association of RGV
Insurance Council of Texas
Albert L.† and Mary Lea Jeffers
Chris A. and Alicia M. King
Andrew Klemen
Kai S. Koong
Kenneth and Carolyn C. Landrum
Jim Langabeer and Susan Griffith
Carmen Z. Lara (BBA '75)
Ed and Jane LeMaster (BBA '86
MFA '02)
Lone Star National Bank
Cecilia J. Longoria
David C. and J. Rachael (BA '72)
Loman
Cullen R. and Carol Lynn Looney
Looney - Montgomery Foundation
Magic Valley Electric Cooperative,
Inc.
Gilbert S. Maldonado (M.Ed. '02)
Carmen L. Martínez-López (Ph.D. '03)
Doug and Dolores Matney
McAllen Housing Authority
Robert McDaniel
Andres J. Medina (BSEE '06)
Ralph E. Carlson and Hilda
Medrano (M.Ed. '74)
Tim Merrett
Mission Economic Development
Authority
Modesto and Yvette C. (BA '00)
Padilla
Glynn R. Morgan
Aaron Vincent Juarez Endowed
Scholarship
Patricia O. Navarro (BA '77)
Neil E. and Virginia L. Norquest
Northrop Grumman Electronic
Systems
Janice and James E. Odom
David and Susan B. (BA '02)
Oliveira
Operational Technologies
Corporation
Teofilo Ozuna
Pedro Gonzalez (BSME '09)
Juan L. Peña
Jose G. (BBA '77) and Imelda B.
Peña
H. R. Bert Peña (BA '71)
Armando (BBA '93) and Corina (BIS
'95) Perez
Arturo S. (BS '76) and Velma Perez
PlainsCapital Corporation
Mary Ann L. Polk (BBA '76)
Procter & Gamble Co, Inc.
Proyecto Azteca
Steven and Linda Ratzman
Carol Rausch
Bruce J. and Joan R. Reed
Paula R. Reeves
Velinda (BS '94) and Armando
Reyes

Ed Rivera
Havidán Rodríguez and Rosa M.
Lopez
Humberto (BBA '75) and Norma
Rodriguez
John and Mary Alice Ronnau
Rotary Club of McAllen
Don E. Russell (BS '62)
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Saenz Medical Pharmacy
Saint-Gobain Corporation
Foundation
Paul Sale
Alejo Salinas (BA '67)
Andy (BS '75) and Susanna Sanchez
/ Nurses That Care Home Health
Care Services
José P. Sanchez (BS '99)
Tony A. (BBA '83) and Evelyn M.
(BBA '84) Sanchez
John Schrock Sr.
Secor Strategies, LLC
Security First Credit Union
The Senior Ambassadors of the Rio
Grande Valley
S. J. (MBA '92) and T.J. (MBA '92)
Sethi
Seven Cities Foundation
John Sigrist (BFA '78) and Pattie L.
Rosenlund (MS '06) / Aloe King
Karina O. Silva (BSPA '08)
Penny M. (BBA '80) and Claude
Claude L. Simpson
South Texas Omni Medical Products
State Employee Charitable
Campaign / LCM
James J. and Marilyn M. Tallman
Target Corporation
Team McAllen Cycling
Martha Tevis
Time Warner Cable
Tom and Nina Torkelson
Paul and Linda Treviño
Richard Treviño (BBA '80)
United Launch Alliance
UTPA Alumni Association Inc. Austin
Chapter
Valley Symphony Orchestra &
Chorale
Rick R. Villarreal (BBA '85)
Norma Linda Villarreal /
Farmers Insurance
Joe Voje
Frederick (Ted) and Catharyn von
Ende
Jack C. and Shelia A. Wallace
Janet H. Wallace†
Jack C.† and Rene Wallace
(AAS '51)
Thomas A. Waters (BA '63)
Ricardo (BBA '85) and Flor D.
Zamora
Gustavo (BA '61) and Rosa (BS '63
M.Ed. '73) Zapata
Richard and Maria A. (BBA '88)
Zuniga
Lynn and S. G. Vincentnathan
Tobin T. Hickman and Blanca M.
Chow-Hickman / Auntie Anne's
Pretzel Perfect

Nathan Arcos
Manuel J. Arino (BBA '98)
Angie Arismendi (BIS '00 M.Ed. '04)
Big Belly Solar
John L. and Evelyn Bluntzer
Brownsville Public Utilities Board
Gustavo and Sandra Casas
Jesus A. Contreras (BA '91)
Richard G. Costello
Jane Cross (MA '94)
Edinburg Chamber of Commerce
John A. and Jeanelle Edwards
Estrada Hinojosa & Company, Inc.
Sonia A. Falcon (BBA '91)
Mohammed Farooqui
Patricia Felix
Martha S. Flores ('06)
Georgina R. Flores (BA '53)
Heinrich D. Foltz and Laleh
Asgharian
Paul L. and Josie Garcia-Mitchell
Gloria G. Guajardo
Larry Harlan
Dennis and Martha L. Houghton
IT Recycling Group
Homero Jasso Jr.
Carl (BA '73) and Cecilia A.
Johnson (BBA '80)
Joyce International Boutique
L & F Distributors
A. Edward Langley
Antonia E. Maheshwari (BA '68)
Edmundo Maldonado
Madeleine D. Manigold
McAllen-Miller International Airport
Katharine D. Werber McEwen
Charles C. and Cynthia Murray
Roberta Castillo / CC's Sweets &
Tweets
Pankaj and Nora Shah/ Shah Eye
Center
Jesus R. De Leon/ Tierra Dulce
Miguel A. and Blanca M. Nevárez
Dong-Yop Oh
Julianne M. and Coilin Owens
Daniel Padilla (BFA '95)
Manuel Padilla Jr. (BFA '93)
Deila C. Peng (BSME '06)
Laura E. Pérez
Plumeria, LTD
Recycling Alliance of Texas, Rio
Grande Chapter
Randolph J. Saelens
Jerry and Kelly Salazar
Jun Sun
Terracon Consultants, Inc.
Pharaoh C. Thompson Foundation
Guadalupe (BCJ '90) and Mary
Treviño
Cindy Valdez (BA '96, M.Ed. '00,
M.Ed. '03)
Valley Keyboards, Inc.Plumeria, LTD
Recycling Alliance of Texas, Rio
Grande Chapter
Randolph J. Saelens
Jun Sun
Terracon Consultants, Inc.
Guadalupe (‘90) and Mary Treviño
Katharine D. Werber McEwen

$500 to $999

Alan Plummer Associates, Inc.
Apache Ecological Service, Inc.

† Deceased.
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A Special Message

To Every Alumnus and Friend of
The University of Tex as-Pan American
There is no way you could have realized it at the time, but every minute you have dedicated to the University
over the years…every dollar you have given to support a scholarship fund, a program, an initiative…every
student you have encouraged…every event you have attended has led to your helping to write one of the
most exciting chapters in the history of higher education in the Rio Grande Valley.
Only through the devotion and generosity of alumni and friends like you has UT Pan American gained the
strength and prestige to become the very foundation for what is being hailed as our nation’s “first new major
public university of the 21st century.”
As we write the final chapter of UT Pan American, an institution that has changed the lives of tens of
thousands of students and their families since its founding in 1927, we also have already started penning the
sequel – the story of The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
Each of us in our own way has helped make the UTRGV a reality, and as Jody and I say “so long” to a
University family that we love, we ask that you embrace the new university as your own. When asked, please
give. Every chance you get, share your pride. Just as with UT Pan American, the success of the UTRGV
depends on you.

GOLD

Wanda L. Boush*
Victor H. and Sandra C. Gonzalez*
R. David Guerra
Carlos and Stephanie Manrique
de Lara*
Teresa and Dan (BBA ’78) Martinez Jr.
Linda Matthews and John Sargent*
Robert and Jody Nelsen*
Raul A. and Suzanne D. Peña
Ruben A. (BBA ’77) and Blanca
E. Perez
Julio C. (BBA ’78) and Rosie
(BBA ’80) Rodriguez*

SILVER

J.R. Betnacourt (BA ‘01) and Renee
Rodriguez-Betancourt (BA ‘01)
Ruben R. and Dardanella
G. Cárdenas*
Kirk and Jeri Clark
Veronica Gonzales
Robert and Margaret McAllen*
Edward H. and Susan E. Muñoz*
Eli R. Ochoa and Velma (BS ‘79)
Menchaca / ERO
Saul R. (BBA ‘86) and Kellye
L. Ortega*
Joe and Sylvia Ramirez*

Jaime and Carmen E. Ramon*
Ed Rivera*
Havidán Rodríguez and Rosa
M. Lopez*
Tom and Nina Torkelson*
Rick R. Villarreal (BBA ’85)

BRONZE

Sharon Almaguer
Angie Arismendi (BIS ‘00, M.Ed. ‘04)
Margaret M. Baltis (BA ‘56)
Cayetano and Yolanda Barrera
Cindy A. Billescas (BS ‘82, M.Ed. ‘99)
Robert F. Boggus
F.J. Brewerton
Cynthia J. (Ph.D. ‘98) and Sidney
P. Brown*
Joe Brown (BBA ‘84) (Border
Capital Bank)
Omar J. (BA ‘86, MA ‘94) and
Martha A. (BA ‘85, M.Ed. ‘90,
Ed.D. ‘02) Cantu*
Lisa Cardoza
Paul C. and Florence Crissman
Antonio (BS ‘66, MS ‘69) and
Katherine (Ed.D. ‘06) de la Peña
Charles J. and Josie (BBA ‘89) Ellard
Kenneth A. Everhard (BBA ‘64)*
Sonia A. Falcon (BBA ‘91)

Jeffrey A. (MBA ‘98) and
Rosario Graham
Gary and Bailey Gurwitz
Danny and Stephanie Gurwitz
William C. (BBA ‘74) and Jodi E.
(BA ‘04) Hamer*
Tobin T. Hickman and Blanca M.
Chow-Hickman*
Clara Dina Hinojosa
Rubén E. Hinojosa (MBA ‘80)
Albert L. and Mary Lea Jeffers
Chris A. and Alicia M. King
Kenneth and Carolyn C. Landrum*
Jim Langabeer and Susan Griffith*
Carmen Z. Lara (BBA ’75)
David C. and J. Rachael
(BA ‘72) Loman*
Cullen R. and Carol Lynn Looney*
Laurie L. Lozano / Internatinal
Women’s Board
Robert McDaniel
Hilda Medrano (M.Ed. ‘74) and
Ralph Carlson
Marian F. Monta*
Miguel A. and Blanca M. Nevárez
Janice and James E. Odom*
David G. and Susie B.
(BA ‘02) Oliveira
H. R. Bert Peña (BA ‘71)
Armando (BBA ‘93) and Corina

(BIS ‘95) Perez*
Joe and Sylvia Ramirez*
Carol Rausch*
Velinda (BS ‘94) and
Armando Reyes*
Humberto (BBA ‘75) and Norma
Rodriguez
John P. and Mary Alice Ronnau
Don E. Russell (BS ‘62)
Michael D. Hovar and Marta
Salinas-Hovar
Andy Sanchez (BS ‘75) / Nurses
That Care
Tony A. (BBA ‘83) and Evelyn M.
(BBA ‘84) Sanchez
John Schrock Sr.*
S. J. (MBA ‘92) and T.J. (MBA ‘92)
Sethi
Frank A. and Joyce G.
(BA ‘63) Smith*
Martha Tevis*
Cindy Valdez (BA ‘96, M.Ed. ‘00,
M.Ed. ‘03)
Lynn and S. G. Vincentnathan*
Frederick (Ted) and Catharyn
von Ende
Rene Wallace
Thomas A. Waters (BA ’63)
Gustavo (BA ‘61) and Rosa (BS ‘63,
M.Ed. ‘73) Zapata

*Founding Members * charter Members All others are Members

portrait of

Philanthropy

“Passionate,” it’s a term often used by students,
colleagues and friends when asked to describe UT Pan
American President Robert S. Nelsen and his wife, Jody.
Since the Nelsens assumed their respective roles with
the University in 2010, their passion for education in
South Texas has surfaced through a vision that addresses
academic excellence, advancement, accessibility and
affordability. With a passion for higher education and
for the people of the Rio Grande Valley, the Nelsens
have deeply invested themselves in Bronc Country. They
recognized the needs of the region early on, and have
since exemplified a truly inspirational philanthropic
practice. They embraced the lower South Texas region
as family, demonstrating commitment, loyalty and
unyielding support to its residents through their
every endeavor.
Beyond the countless philanthropic partners they
have engaged at the local, state and national levels,
Robert and Jody also built the President’s Circle within

the University community. This top tier giving society
helps provide UT Pan American the flexibility to address
needs of the University that are not supported by state
funding. Robert and Jody also included a gift to UT Pan
American in their estate plan and have made countless
donations to almost every area across the University.
However, an endowment created for students struggling
to make ends meet has perhaps been their most heartfelt
gift. With a growing awareness about the extreme
monetary challenges faced by many UTPA students,
Robert and Jody chose to establish the Robert Seth
Nelsen Emergency Assistance Endowment in memory of
their beloved son, Seth.
The Nelsens have committed themselves to helping
students overcome financial burdens in order to obtain
the quality education they have not only earned, but
deserve. Robert and Jody continue to honor the Rio
Grande Valley through their kindness, selfless generosity
and passion.

Guided by a mission. p o w ere d by d rea m s .

For information about how you, too, can make a difference, visit www.utpa.edu/giving
or contact us at (956) 665-5301 or development@utpa.edu.

®

LOS ARCOS

The University of Texas-Pan American
1407 E. Freddy Gonzalez Drive, CESS 1.800
Edinburg, TX 78539-2999

a legacy of success
Watching 15,000-plus graduates march in to the tune of “Pomp and Circumstance” during his
four and a half years of leading commencement was among Robert S. Nelsen's most gratifying
moments as UTPA president. During the Spring 2014 ceremonies he told audiences that he takes
great pride in what his University family has accomplished. Of all of his achievements, Nelsen said
none will have more of an impact for generations to come than the leadership role he provided in
the creation of The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley coming in Fall 2015.

